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Response to displacement and

escalating gang violence
Flash Update

15 — 27 May 2026

Highlights

The humanitarian situation in the Metropolitan Zone of Port-au-Prince (MZPAP) continues
to be significantly impacted by gang violence, causing a new wave of mass displacement.
As of 27 May 2026, 17,496 people (4,266 households) have been forced to flee their
homes due to the increased clashes by armed gangs in the commune of Cité Soleil, which
escalated on 10 May 2026.

Despite the security constraints and limited humanitarian access, UNFPA and other
humanitarian actors are mobilized to respond to the current humanitarian needs for
affected people.

UNFPA and implementing partners such as World Relief International (WR) and Centre
pour le Développement de la Santé (CDS) are ensuring access to critical services through
the deployment of integrated sexual and reproductive health (SRH) and gender-based
violence (GBV) mobile clinics, dignity kit distribution, coordination of GBV prevention and
response services, and remote support for survivors of violence via a hotline.
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OCHA. Haiti: Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan, 2026
2 Estimated figures are based on the Minimum Initial Services Package (MISP) for Sexual and Reproductive
Health in Humanitarian Settings calculator.

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund


https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-besoins-humanitaires-et-plan-de-reponse-2026-resume-executif-decembre-2025-frht?_gl=1*we10pw*_gcl_au*MTA5MzkyNjQ3My4xNzczNzkwMDc5*_ga*OTYyNjc1MTAyLjE3NzM3ODk4NTM.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*czE3NzU2Nzk1NTQkbzIkZzEkdDE3NzU2Nzk1NzkkajM1JGwwJGgw

UNFPA Flash Update | Haiti | 15-27 May 2026

Situation Overview

The increased fighting by armed gangs occurred from 10 May 2026 onwards in several neighbourhoods
of the commune of Cité Soleil (West department in the metropolitan zone of Port-au-Prince) — notably
Martial, Bas Fontaine, Sarthe, Terre-Noire, Blanchard, Duvivier, and Macaya — resulted in approximately
17,496 people displaced to date.?

The majority of the newly displaced (82%) sought refuge in 33 displacement sites, of which 25 already
existed prior to these incidents; eight new sites were created following the recent escalation of violence.
The commune of Cité Soleil hosted most displaced people (52%), while another significant proportion
sought refuge in the municipalities of Delmas (35%) and Tabarre (12%).

There is an urgent need for SRH and protection services for women and girls, food, hygiene supplies,
drinking water, and health services. A hospital in Cité Soleil suspended operations on 11 May due to the
fighting, further limiting already precarious access to life-saving healthcare.* Several sites have
identified inadequate lighting as a gap that needs to be addressed, putting women and girls in
particular at risk. Among the displaced population, several vulnerable cases were identified, including
pregnant women, child-headed households, persons with disabilities, and separated children.

UNFPA Response

Despite limited humanitarian access and funding, UNFPA
is prioritizing the delivery of life-saving SRH and
protection services for women and girls through the
deployment of mobile clinics that provide SRH and
protection services, distribution of dignity kits,
strengthening remote GBV hotlines, and distribution of
medical supplies and equipment to health facilities and
hospitals.

Sexual and reproductive health: Mobile clinics
delivering SRH and protection services were deployed to
new displacement sites in the Ecole Communautaire
Labitrie, Equateur, and Jean-Marie Cesar. UNFPA and its
implementing partners, Centres pour le Développement
de la Santé (CDS) and World Relief deployed integrated
SRH and GBV mobile clinic comprising nurses, midwives,
and community outreach workers to provide family
planning services, SRH awareness raising, essential
obstetrical care, management of sexually transmitted
infections, family planning, and referral to clinical
management of rape services. Since the start of the
response on 15 May, 142 people accessed these services.
In addition to this, UNFPA is assessing the SRH needs within health facilities located within and closely
with the affected communes, including La Fontaine, Maternite Isaie Jeanty, and Brooklyn hospitals to
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provide medical supplies and equipment, ensuring that displaced pregnant women have access to
maternal and emergency obstetric care. An updated mapping of hospitals and health facilities has been
shared with humanitarian actors, and UNFPA is closely collaborating with its partners, the Health
Directorate, community health workers, and site management committees to conduct screening of
pregnant women in displacement sites to facilitate timely referrals for pregnant women with
complications.
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Gender-based violence: UNFPA continues to update GBV referral pathways in affected areas of MZPAP
to ensure better coordination among actors and accessible services for GBV survivors. UNFPA has
strengthened remote GBV services through two hotlines that provide case management, information on
available services, documentation, and referrals. Between 10-25 May 2026, 17 women and girls called
these hotlines for GBV-related services and information.

To respond to the hygiene materials needs, UNFPA and its implementing partners closely planned the
distribution of 380 dignity kits to take place in early June. Additionally, Mama Kits containing essential
items for new mothers and newborns are set to be distributed shortly.
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